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leclmical supervision of tbe Chief Conservator of Forosts tuitl his
Conservator; and, inasmuch as the District Forest Officer is res-
ponsible for tbe management of only commercial and protective
forests, his work is almost entirely technical in character and
the actual connexion between the Collector and the District Forest
Officer is restricted to questions of general administration and is
comparatively slight. Forest which have little or no commercial
or protective value and which are of importance only as providing
firewood, grazing and other local conveniences for Hie villagers
are not under the control of the District Forest Oflicer but are
managed hy Forest Panchayats, i.e., committees under the direct
control of the Collector.
As administrative head of the district the Collector has at
his disposal, if required, the assistance and professional advice
of the Executive Enffitieei1 of the Public, Works Department and
his staff. He may 'issue definite instructions to the Executive
Engineer and, as 'in the case of District Forest Officer, pending
any reference to higher authority these instructions must be
complied with. The Executive Engineer and-his staff are under
the disciplinary control and technical supervision of the Chief
Engineers and "their Superintending Engineers; but the Collector
must be consulted in connexion with all proposals for important
changes in the distribution of water or in any other branch of
the Public Works administration. The Collector has the rigid,
to propose such charges and the construction of new works and
the repair of existing works; and his proposals may be disregarded
only for reasons to be recorded and communicated to him by
the Superintending Engineer. The connexion between the Collec-
tor and the Executive Engineer is much closer than that between
the Collector and the District Forest Officer and more nearly
resembles that between the District Magistrate and the Super-
intendent of Police.
At each important port in the Presidency there is a Port
Officer who is in charge of the administration of the port. While
he is in technical matters under the Presidency Port Officer, who is
the adviser to the Government in marine matters, the Port Officer
advises the Collector on matters like the disposal of land within
port limits and acts as agent to the Subdivisional Magistrate in
regard to wrecks. There are eleven Port Officers in the Presi-
dency. '
With the activities of the other departments of Government,
such^ as the Agricultural Department, the Collector and District
Magistrate has no direct connexion. Each department works
under its own head who is directly responsible to the Government
and has its own officers in each district. Similarly, with the
various Boards, such as the District Board, which operate in the
sphere of local self-government, the Collector has no direct
connexion. It is, however, his duty as the direct representative
of the Government for all general purposes in the district to keep
in touch with the activities of all the special departments and